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beings in them, and also the articulate appeal of th
humanity so strangely constructed from inertia a
restlessness, from weakness and from strength a
many other interesting contradictions which aff<
their conduct, and in a certain sense are meant to gi
a colouring to the actual events of the tale, and ev
to the response which is expected from the read
To call them "studies of seamen35 would have be
pretentious and even misleading, in view of the o
scurity of the individuals and the private character
the incidents. "Shorter Tales" is yet the best tit
I can think of for this collection. It commends its*
to me by its non-committal character, which will neith
raise false hopes nor awaken blind antagonisms.

Why a volume aiming at unity should be wilful
divided into two parts is explained by my desire to gh
prominence to the stories which begin them: "Youth,
which is certainly a piece of autobiography ("emotioi
remembered in tranquillity"), and "Typhoon," whicl
defined from a purely descriptive point of view, is tib
shorter of the two storm-pieces which I have writte
at different times.

From another point of view, the "guiding" point c
view (that is of each story being concerned with a ma
who is also a seaman), the first part deals with younge
and the second with older men. I hardly need say tha
in the arrangement of those two parts there has bee]
no attempt at chronological order.

Therefore let neither friend nor enemy look for th<
development of the writer's literary faculty in thi
collection. As far as that is concerned, the book i
a jumble. The unity of purpose lies elsewhere. It
Part First, "Youth" speaks for itself, both in its tri
umphant feeling and in its wistful regrets. The second
story deals with what may be called the "esprit dt